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great force and artifice, the new members would never have
repealed the Test; but I did not know what the Influence
of a Lord Lieutenant, when well acquainted in the kingdom,
and who knew how to take his measures justly, might have
effected, and we know very well what force, management
and timing matters have; and there is hardly anything but
powerful persuasions, terror, and ostentation of interest
may effect, especially in popular elections. And to confess
the truth to you, I am not altogether easy in that matter
yet, especially if things take any new turn in England It is
whispered, but I know not by what authority, that the Queen
herself was at the bottom of what passed In the House of
Commons with you, and that the Ministry screened her in
that affair, for reasons that may be guessed at.

I am wonderfully pleased at the good character you give
Mr, Addison.1 If he be the man that you represent him to
be (and I have confidence In your judgement), he will be
able to serve his Lord effectually, and procure himself love
and respect here. I cannot say It will be in my power to
do him any service: but my good wishes and endeavours
shall not be wanting.

Mr. Stoughton preached a sermon here, on the 30th
of January, King Charles's Martyrdom, that gives great
offence. The Government heard it, but I was 111 at home,
which Dean Stearne will needs have a providence. If the
representation I have of it be true, I am sure I should have
suspended him, if it had cost me both my reputation and
interest. I have represented what I have heard of It, and
have discoursed my Lord Chancellor about it, and told him
of what consequence I think it to be, both to him and us,
and that it should not pass without censure. I have not as
yet seen my Lord Primate. Wise men are doing all they
can to extinguish faction; and fools and elves are throwing
firebrands. Assure yourself this had an ill effect on the
minds of most here; for, though they espouse the Revolu-
tion, they heartily abhor forty-one. And nothing can create
the Ministry more enemies, and be a greater handle for
calumny, than to represent them, and those that espoused
them, to be such as murdered King Charles the First and
such are all that approve or excuse it.2

1  Supra, p. 131.

2  Stougliton's sermon was subsequently published with the follow-
ing title: "A Sermon preach'd before the State, in Christ Church Inhorship of the " Letter "
